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Academic 
Senate asks 
for a more 
transparent 
search 


The resolution 
passes with an 
overwhelming 
majority. 


By Lucas MCMASTER 
Contributing Writer 


The Cal State Long Beach Aca- 
demic Senate overwhelmingly voted 
to pass a resolution requesting more 
transparency in the search for the next 
university president last Thursday. 

Twenty minutes were scheduled for 
discussion on the topic, but the resolu- 
tion passed by a vote of 39-13 in less 
than half the allotted time. 

The resolution will go to the Cal 
State University Board of Trustees 
Committee for the Selection of the 
President. The TCSP is the “ultimate 
body to make the final decisions” in 
the selection of the next CSULB presi- 
dent, according to the Board’s Policy 
on the Selection of Presidents. 

The Academic Senate’s_ resolu- 
tion “strongly encourages the [CSU] 
Chancellor and the TCSP to schedule 
official campus visits for the finalists 
in the search for a new president of 
CSULB,” according to its text. 

Chair of the Academic Senate Dan- 
iel O’Connor said there was an unusu- 
ally small amount of debate for such an 
important issue. 

“T think, by then, everyone had al- 
ready made up their mind,” O’Connor 
said. “There’s been more than enough 
talk around campus.” 

In addition, Associated Students 
Inc. passed a resolution to call for more 
transparency in the presidential search 
on its first and final reading at yester- 
day’s Senate meeting. 

The resolution was co-authored by 
the California Faculty Association and 
the Students for Quality Education, ac- 
cording to ASI President John Haber- 
stroh. 

In the past, the top three finalists 
in all CSU presidential searches were 
required to make official visits to the 
campus to which they applied, accord- 
ing to the CSU website. 

Since 2011, though, when CSU pol- 
icy was changed to make official cam- 
pus visits optional, there have been 
six presidential searches in the CSU 
system and none included campus vis- 
its for finalists, according to the CSU 
website. 

The Board policy also states that an 
Advisory Committee to the Trustees 


See SEARCH, Page 2 


Above: Students gather 
around a speaker who 
was shouting his views 
on homosexuality, abor- 
tion and other topics. 
See story, page 2. 


Right: Recreation and 
leisure graduate stu- 
dent Julie Potter, left, 

and the speaker engage 
in a verbal confronta- 
tion on the free speech 
lawn on Wednesday. 
See story, page 2. 
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FOR GOD'S SAKE 


Nursing 
department 
to gain new 
simulation 
labs by spring 


By JoANN Row 
Staff Writer 


A mock intensive care unit and de- 
livery room are coming to the nurs- 
ing department. 

In an attempt to provide nursing 
students with a more hands-on learn- 
ing environment, two new special- 
ized simulation labs are under con- 
struction in the department. 

The new facilities will replace 
small, outdated classrooms in the de- 
partment and be modeled. after hos- 
pital rooms, according to Loucine 
M. Huckabay, director of the School 
of Nursing. The rooms will fea- 
ture computerized mannequins that 
simulate patients to recreate real-life 
situations. 

Huckabay ‘said talks of renovating 
the old classrooms into new simulation 
labs began five to six years ago, when 
the department built its first simulation 
labs. She said the classrooms were too 
small to be used effectively. 

“Those classrooms were so little, 
we could not use them,” Huckabay 
said. “Our class sizes were 60 stu- 
dents, and they were sitting in the 
aisles, so it was more conducive to 
make them into simulation labs.” 

The nursing department currently 
has two simulation labs, according to 
Staci Freeman, the head coordinator 
of the simulation labs. According to 
Huckabay, each lab includes hospi- 
tal beds, mannequins and medical 
equipment. 

“We run various simulations using 
mannequins,” Freeman said. “We set 
up different situations for the stu- 
dents to come and practice on. These 
mannequins turn on and can breathe, 
hear sound, and we can run liquids 
through them, so it’s as if [students 
are] actually treating a patient.” 

Huckabay said the department 
hopes to model one of the new simu- 
lation labs after an intensive care 
unit and the other lab after a delivery 
room. 

“The two [present] simulation 
labs are generalized labs,” Huckabay 
said. “These two new simulation labs 
will be more specialized, with the 
mother and child delivery room and 
intensive care unit.” 

The two new simulation labs, 
which were funded through grants, 
are already in construction, Huck- 
abay said. However, the depart- 
ment still needs to raise money 
to buy computerized mannequins 
and hospital beds for the delivery 
room lab. 
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Students submit more than 50 incident reports about speaker 


By KEALIE MARDELL 
Contributing Writer 


A speaker carrying signs that read 
“Homo sex is a god damned sin” and 
“Abortion is a god damned sin” drew 
crowds to the free speech lawn on 
Wednesday and resulted in more than 
50 incident reports submitted to Stu- 
dent Life and Development. 

Julie Potter from KBeach radio col- 
lected the signed reports and submitted 


them yesterday afternoon. 

“T feel like he [the speaker] crossed 
the line,” Potter said. “It’s self-love 
week, and he’s spreading all this hate.” 

The speaker was wearing a badge 
labeled Mitchell Howard but identified 
himself as Paul Mitchell. 

A crowd of students gathered around 
Mitchell and argued about his views, 
which included that “those who don’t 
believe in Christianity are idiots.” 

“T saw students yelling and scream- 
ing at him,” said Rodrigo Rubi, a fresh- 
man pre-biology major. 

Potter said she thought the Mitchell 


was enjoying the confrontation and dared 
her to get him off campus. She said he 
was personally attacking students, being 
extremely sexist toward female students 
and targeting homosexuals. 

Potter said the crowd clapped in re- 
sponse to two male students who kissed 
in front of Mitchell. 

Equity and Diversity Director Larisa 
Hamada said that complaints of this 
nature would be considered under Ex- 
ecutive Order 1074, which deals with 
discrimination against students and em- 
ployees based on any protected status. 

If a public person comes onto cam- 


pus and offends a protected group, stu- 
dents can file a complaint, she said. 

Mitchell, however, said he had a 
right to share his thoughts on campus. 

“Go read the free speech laws, and if 
you can’t get it from that, go to the Su- 
preme Court decision and learn what it 
is to be an American,” Mitchell said. He 
said he was a “teacher of the bible” who 
goes to colleges and events involving a 
lot of people. Mitchell called his preach- 
ing “tough love.” 

“Daddy’s here now, not mommy,” he 
said. 

Many students engaged with Mitch- 


ell but not all complained. 

“He’s been relatively respectful from 
what I’ve seen,” senior film major Tra- 
vis Savacal-Martin said. “I think he has a 
right to be here, just like anyone else does.” 

Hamada said complaints would be 
managed on a case-by-case basis, de- 
pending on the complaints and if a uni- 
versity policy has been violated, to de- 
termine whether action should be taken. 

If students have complaints about 
discrimination, they can contact Hama- 
da at larisa.hamada@csulb.edu. 

City Editor Daniel Serrano and Julio 
Tejeda contributed to this report. 


$1,000 bike 
stolen from 
Horn Center 


By CrystTAL NIEBLA 
Staff Writer 


A student reported that his yellow Can- 
nondale bike was stolen from the south 
bike racks at the Horn Center on Sept. 
18 between 5:30 and 6 p.m., according 
to University Police Capt. Christopher 
Schivley. The bike was secured with a 
cable lock, and the student estimated the 
bike’s value at $1,000, Schivley said. 


Female student reports stalking 

A student reported at 5:49 p.m. on 
Sept. 18 that someone was stalking her, 
according to Schivley. She said that 
someone was calling her phone and she 
wanted him to stop, Schivley said. After 
police investigation, however, it was de- 
termined that there was no crime of stalk- 
ing. University Police contacted the stu- 
dent calling her and asked him to stop; he 
agreed to cease all contact, Schivley said. 


Student’s bike parts stolen 

A student reported that his bicycle 
seat, chain and tires were stolen from 
his bicycle outside the University Li- 
brary on Tuesday between 1:08 and 
5:48 p. m., Schivley said. Schivley said 
the parts were valued at $170. 


Police find student sleeping in car 
with the engine running 

University Police responded to a suspi- 
cious vehicle report at Parking Lot 14A to 
check on a car that was reported to have 
its engine running on Tuesday at 10:36 a. 
m., Schivley said. When officers arrived, 
the owner was resting inside the car with 
the air conditioning on, Schivley said. 


Black iPhone, money, license stolen 
from University Library 

A student reported that his black 
iPhone 5 was stolen from the basement 
of the University Library on Sept. 18 at 
11:45 a. m., Schivley said. The student 
said he went outside around 11:30 a.m. 
to smoke near the KJAZZ building, ac- 
cording to Schivley. The student said 
he had pulled out his cigarettes before 
going outside to smoke and thinks that 
his phone fell out along with $20 and 
his driver’s license, Schivley said. The 
student said he went back inside when 
he realized his phone was missing 
and found that his property was gone, 
Schivley said. 


Student’s car damaged in Parking Lot 6 

University Police responded to a 
student who had discovered some dam- 
age to the front of his silver Smart Car 
on Saturday at 10 a.m., Schivley said. 
There was no evidence of a crime or 
tampering with the car, and no report 
was filed, Schivley said. 


Puotos By Topp JoHNsoNn | DaiLy 49eR 


The nursing department is gaining two new simulation labs that will 
feature computerized training mannequins. Mario Casanita, right, 
works during construction for the new labs. 


NuRsING 


Continued from Page 1 


“Mannequins are very expensive, 
and we raise the money for that,” 
Huckabay said. “The baby and the 
mother computerized mannequins are 
about $55,000 [combined].” 

Many students in the nursing de- 
partment, like freshman nursing 


major Jackie Belasquez, said that al- 
though they know little about the de- 
tails of the new simulation labs, they 
are excited nonetheless. 

“It’s good that they’re renovating it 
because it gives a more accurate expe- 
rience compared to the other [labs],” 
Belasquez said. 

The projected completion date for 
the simulation labs is the beginning 
of spring 2014, according to Huck- 
abay. 
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Committee for the Selection of the Presi- 
dent (ACTCSP) comprised of campus 
faculty, staff, students, alumni and com- 
munity representatives will work with the 
TCSP throughout the entire process. 

According to Senator-at-Large for 
the Academic Senate Norbert Sch- 
urer, who authored the resolution, 
the ACTCSP’s role, as outlined in the 
Board’s policy, is too vague to ensure 
adequate representation. 

“That’s why this resolution is ad- 
dressed straight to the Board of Trust- 
ees and the main committee, the trust- 
ees committee, because there is no 
point in addressing the advisory com- 
mittee because we don’t know what the 


advisory committee is doing,” Schurer 
said. “They just sort of talk to people 
and, I guess, give the main committee 
some sort of feedback, but whether the 
main committee listens to that or not is 
completely open.” 

CSU Spokesman Mike Uhlenkamp 
said criticism about the search’s trans- 
parency is difficult to address at this 
stage in the process because of the 
“very fluid and organic” nature of 
these kinds of processes. 

“There hasn’t been a determination 
made as to what that process is, so the 
criticism is coming without knowing 
what the process is,” Uhlenkamp said. 
“So it’s criticizing hypotheticals.” 

According to Uhlenkamp, the main 
concern of the CSU is the result of the 
search process and not the process it- 
self. 


“We can discuss the process all day 
long, but the bottom line is regardless 
of what the process is, if the end result 
is the best person for the position, then 
it doesn’t really matter what the pro- 
cess is,” Uhlenkamp said. 

Haberstroh said that he was unde- 
cided on what the best level of transpar- 
ency would be. 

“Whether or not it’s actually true 
that good candidates don’t apply for 
jobs in this situation ... I’m not even 
sure if that’s a legitimate claim but I 
understand what the goal is,” Haber- 
stroh said. “The goal is to protect the 
livelihoods of those that are applying. 
I think it’s kind of like no matter what 
you do or no matter how transparent it 
is, not everybody is going to be happy 
about it.” 

According to Uhlenkamp, the on- 


campus public forum with the TCSP 
and the ACTCSP scheduled for Mon- 
day will provide clarity on what direc- 
tion the search will take by helping the 
committees understand the needs of 
the campus community. 

Among the 13 representatives 
that will compose the ACTCSP are 
O’Connor, Haberstroh, Vice President 
for the Department of Administration 
and Finance Mary Stephens, alumni 
representative Karthy Bazarian, Long 
Beach Mayor Robert Foster and Cal 
State Northridge President Dianne Har- 
rison. 

The public forum will take place 
from 10:00 am to noon on Monday at 
The Pointe in the Walter Pyramid. A 
copy of the Academic Senate’s resolu- 
tion is available on the Academic Sen- 
ate’s website. 


CityD49er@gmail.com www. Daily49er.com Thursday, September 26, 2013. 3 


a 


C91 


a f (acetook.com/round entertainment 


+ 


Thursday, September 26, 2013 


OPINIONS 


www.Daily49er.com 


OpedD49er@gmail.com 


Pope’s recent commentary unites people of many faiths 


More than six months into his 
papacy, Pope Francis has become 
a rather well-known figure in the 
world. 

Last week, Francis made 
headlines and attracted new fol- 
lowers after he participated in an 
interview with a Jesuit journal, 
according to the New York Times. 

In his interview, Francis said 
the 
Roman 
Catholic 
Church 
had 
“locked itself up in small things, 
in small-minded rules,” according 
to the Chicago Tribune. 

Francis added that the church 
had become “obsessed” with is- 
sues like gay marriage, abortion 
and contraception, according to 
the New York Times. 

Francis’ recent comments about 
these issues complement his ac- 
cepting view on members of the 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans- 
gender (LGBT) community. 

“If someone is gay and is looking 
for the Lord, who am I to judge 
him?” Francis said according to 
The Independent. 

While some conservative Catho- 
lics may not receive his comments 
well, we applaud Francis for his 
ability to provide insight and com- 
mentary on such matters. 


Our VIEW 


It’s refreshing to see a religious leader who seems less focused 
on gay marriage and abortion than his predecessors. 
Francis’ focus on making the church unified and tolerant seems 
to fit in line with what many people have advocated for. 

After all, the church should be about bringing people together in 
worship of God, not casting judgment on those who are different. 

Francis’ views on issues like gay marriage may be different than those 
of previous popes because he is the first non-European Pope. 

According to the Vatican website, Francis was born as Jorge Mario 
Bergoglio in Buenos Aires, Argentina. He currently has plans to create 


200 charitable organizations in Argentina by 2016, according to the 


Vatican website. 


F More of a public figure than his predecessor, Pope Benedict 
XVI, Francis has brought youth and vitality to the church. 

It’s ironic, however, because he is 76 years old. 

“T see the church as a field hospital after battle,” Francis said, 
according to the New. York Times. “It is useless to ask a seriously in- 
jured person if he has high cholesterol. You have to heal his wounds.” 

Although Francis may be more liberal and widely known than 
previous popes, he’s made it clear that he still supports normal 


Catholic doctrine. 


Conserative Catholics may support Francis’ recent decision to 


excommunicate an Australian priest who supported women’s ordi- 


and again. 


nation, according to TIME. 

Francis also made headlines when he kept a church member in 
power who has fought against liberal nuns, according to AP. 

Through his words and actions, Francis has demonstrated that he 
is willing to work with Catholics of all backgrounds. 

While Francis may not represent the views of all Catholics, 
it’s nice to see him trying to appeal to others outside of the 
Catholic faith. After all, we could all use some insight now 


Child labor is an ever-increasing problem in developing countries 


Many of the luxuries we possess today like 
innovative technological devices and high qual- 
ity clothing are produced for far less than what 
we pay for them. 

Cellphones and brand-name clothing items are 
some of the products mass-produced using child 
labor. 

Sweatshops involving child labor are common 
in some poverty-stricken countries. 

According to The Guardian, some children 
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo work 
to find necessary material for cell phones. 

Child labor is a widespread world problem. 

It most often occurs in developing countries 
where labor laws are not enforced and poverty 
is omnipresent. 

Many of the products that Americans consume 
are created in different areas of the world using 
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child labor. We are too involved with the sicken- 
ing process. 

Uniteforsight.org reported that “211 million 
children, or 18% of children aged 5-14, are eco- 
nomically active worldwide.” 

When children work, it is usually accompa- 
nied by unsafe working conditions and dan- 
gerous environments. 

According to the Inter- 
national Labor Organiza- 
tion, approximately 115 
million children work 
in dangerous conditions such as agriculture, 
construction, mannufacturing and domestic 
services. 

Children are in their developing stages of 
life, making these hazardous working condi- 
tions obstructive to their development. 
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When working in these conditions, children 


and preteens can be exposed to harsh chemicals. 


The ILO also reported how child laborers are 


at an even greater risk of getting hurt at work than 


adult workers. 


Corporate giants have had a history of produc- 


ing their products using child labor and harsh 
working conditions. 
According to CNN, 


toria’s Secret may have 
taken part in child labor 


‘and exploitation. 


According to the article, Victoria’s Secret 
allegedly received cotton grown by child 
laborers was first reported by Bloomberg. 

Following the accusation, the company owning 
Victoria’s Secret, Limited Brands, said to CNN, 
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“We are prepared to take swift action to prevent 
the illegal use of child labor in the fields where we 
source.” 

Usually, the work done by individuals for 
these corporate giants is backbreaking and 
dangerous. 

It is also oftentimes a violation of human 
rights to safe working environments and fair 
wages. 

Consumerism is behind the wheel, and we are 
the people steering it. 

If we become part of the movement to stop 
child labor and sweatshops, we would help cre- 
ate a better working environment for those who 
do not have a voice of their own. 

Jovanna Madrigal is a junior journalism 
major and an assistant opinions editor at the 
Daily 49er. 
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Enjoying “A LOT” in Long Beach 


Locals are introduced 
to a variety of visual 
arts at the event. 


By SEAN MOSLEY 


Contributing Writer 


The Arts Council for Long Beach 
has collaborated with partners through- 
out the City of Long Beach to bring “A 
LOT,” a citywide initiative aimed at ex- 
panding art appreciation and collabora- 
tion, to downtown. 

The National Endowment for the 
Arts kick-started the event with fund- 
ing from a grant, according to the Arts 
Council website. 

The event, which takes place in va- 
cant lots throughout Downtown Long 
Beach, runs from the beginning of 
September through the end of Octo- 
ber. Free art experiences are offered, 


including crafts, dancing, collaborative 
projects and special guest appearances. 

Local volunteer Vera Makianich said 
she wants to see the community come 
together rather than remain divided. 

“The goal of the initiative is to pro- 
vide events in areas previously under- 
serving and bring the whole community 
together,” Vera said. “We offer differ- 
ent films, music by multiple artists and 
workshops for those interested.” 

The featured event last Friday was 
Guts and Bolts. The previously empty 
downtown lot, on the corner of Eighth 
Street and Long Beach Boulevard, had 
live music, art and a short film festival. 

Toaster Music, an electronica duo 
that uses video projections and cos- 
tumes while playing their music, set a 
good tone to begin the Friday night fes- 
tivities. The musicians dressed in white 
hazmat suits with glowing gas masks 
while mixing music with projections of 
zombies and robots. 

Visitors enjoyed an art show that 
took place down the street early in the 
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evening beforea zombie and robot short 
film festival began. Paintings, sculp- 
tures and poetry were displayed. 

The paintings and sculptures kept 
with the theme of zombies and robots, 
and anyone could sign up to recite po- 
etry. 

As night fell, the film festival began. 
Of the short films, some were notable 
while some were not so extraordinary. 

One in particular featured the tri- 
als, tribulations and happy ending of a 
zombie bride and her groom. The film 
ended with the deadly couple walk- 
ing into the distance. The video didn’t 
have dialogue, but the music that ac- 
companied the plot distinguished it 
from the rest. This short film was ac- 
companied by poorly done films about 
zombie ducks, but all held their own 
creative merit. 

“The films were zombilicious but 
could’ve used more robots,” Georgia 
Dawson, a Cal State Long Beach stu- 
dent, said. “I would go to more of these 
events and bring more people.” 
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Weekend of Sept. 26 


Frida Kahlo Exhibit 
Saturday 

10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

4130 Norse Way 

Check out the closing recep- 
tion of the Frida Kahlo-in- 
spired exhibit at the PICTURE 
THIS Gallery. Visitors can 
loosen up with tequila tasting 
and get the chance to meet the 


artists behind the works. 


Farmer’s Market Blackbird 
Thursday Friday 
4 - 7:30 p.m. 9-11p.m. 


46th and Atlantic Avenue 

It’s the end of the week and 
time to get groceries again, so 
head to a local farmers market 
in Uptown Long Beach for 
fresh produce, baked goods, 
nuts, jams, eggs 

and more. 


Looking for a place to take 
your date? Go for a classy 
night out at the Queen Mary 
Royal Theatre to watch the 
California Repertory Co. put 
on Blackbird, a Lawrence Ol- 
ivier Award-winning play rich 
with intensity. 
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Electronica duo “Toaster Music” uses a giant screen to accent their 
music at last weekend's A LOT event in Downtown Long Beach. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


ClassAdD49er@gmail.com 


10 ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Pepperdine University 


Graduate School of Education 
and Psychology 

Be an advocate for global change. 
Master of Arts in Social 
Entrepreneurship and Change 

In less than 2 years, you can 
begin improving the lives and 
welfare of others. 

Peppperdine University’s 
innovative program provides you 
with the tools you need to turn 
your passion into a career. 

And it’s 40% online, for working 
professional. 

Call (886) 503-5467 

to speak with your education 
program recruiter, Tammy Hong. 


27 LEGAL SERVICES 


Legal Concerns? On-Campus 
Consultation with private 
attorney (562) 481-5884 
Michael Lindley Esq. 


18558 - 12.12.13 


33 TuToR NEEDED 


Tutor needed for college student 
in Wildlife Biology. $15 per hour. 
Times to be arranged. CALL 
BRIANNA at 562-714-4808 


18556 - 9.26.13 


35 Emptoyment Opportunities 


Front desk personnel needed 
Great cust service, Flex hrs pls 
attach resume to email Contact 
kidnasticsegmail.com for more 
info 


18555 - 9.30.13 


Students make extra $$ Become a 
PURE ENERGY Drink distributor 
unlimited part-time income every 
one drinks energy drinks 

Call Dyas 217 653 7480 or go to 
www.purenrgfx/dyasro 


18557 - 10.21.13 


35 EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 


Gymnastic and Cheer Tumbling 
Coaches Wanted 

Looking for fun enthusiastic reliable 
coaches. Flex schedule. 

Please email kidnasticsegmail.com 


18554 - 9.30.13 


www. Daily49er.com 


35 EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 


Golden Spoon Frozen Yogurt 
Part time up to 20 hours/week 
must be available Tuesday & 
Thursday 10 am-2 pm Email: 
goldenspoonlbeyahoo.com , 


54 ApTs. FOR RENT 


$1,275 2Bd/2Ba/2car Prkng in LB. 
See www.Nicksrentals.com for 
pics & info or call 310-316-4273 


18559 - 9.30.13 
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Thursday, September 26, 2013 


EARTH DAY © 
GET YOUR 
GREEN ON 
PY 


Must have vehicle, CA Drivers 


send us your samples at eicd49er@gmail.com 


Daily 49er Newspaper & 
DIG Magazine 


License, Social Security card, and 


EYE CARE 
for STUDENTS 


EAP OPTOMETRY 


6541 E. SPRING ST. 
LONG BEACH, CA 90808 


562.496.3365 


EapOptometry.com 


Our office is located in the Stoter Bros. Shopping Center (Spring St. 
& Palo Verde Ave.)*A value frame with single vision plastic lenses 
(sph 4, cy! 3). A valid current student ID must be presented ot the 
time of services. The offer cannot be combined with ony other 
discounts or insurance. 


“Our name says it all!” 


10% Discount 


for ALL CSULB Students 


enjoy early morning work! 


INCLUDES: 


EYE EXAM + EYEGLASSES* 


OR 
EYE EXAM + 


1 PAIR OF DISPOSABLE CONTACT LENSES 


OR 


20% OFF EYE EXAM 
20% OFF EYEGLASSES 


10% OFF CONTACT LENSES 


20% OFF PRESCRIPTION SUNGLASSES 


LF 


We have the best 
Belgian Waffle 


in townl! 


BREAKFAST 


w/ current valid Student ID 


(877) 849-5612 
(562) 598-4463 


1180 Studebaker Rd. 


Long Beach, CA 90815 


Breakfast Served 


ALL DAY! 


Open Daily: 
5:00 A.M. TILL 11:00 P.M. 


FREE ZONE 
Ask us for the 


password! 


Full Menu Available On-line: 
www.FantasticCafeLongBeach.com 


~” 
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LBSU to open Big West conference play at UCSB 


The 49ers will travel 
to Santa Barbara and 


Cal Poly this weekend. . 


By JASON CLARK 
Sports Editor 


The Long Beach State women’s vol- 
leyball team will start the second half 
of its season this weekend when it be- 
gins Big West Conference play at UC 
Santa Barbara. 

The 49ers (7-6) will start its attempt 
to claim the conference title when it 
takes on the Gauchos and Cal Poly in 
road games this weekend. LBSU is 
coming off an up-and-down noncon- 
ference season during which it missed 
several wins by a single point. 

“T thought if we scored four points, 
one in four different games, we would 
have had one loss,” head coach Brian 
Gimmillaro said. “That’s difficult. 
Very difficult. But you get ready for 
conference. Conference starts now.” 

The ‘Niners will start with a clean 
slate, independent from their five- 
set losses to No. 11 UCLA, No. 17 
Florida State, Miami, Oregon State 
and Air Force. They will put the first 
marks on their conference record this 
weekend at the Thunderdome in Santa 
Barbara and Mott Gymnasium in San 
Luis Obispo. 

The Big West as a whole has a dif- 
ferent look to it this year. Each team 
returns most of its players, making the 


FEL HNOLOGY 


Topp JoHNsoN | Daity 49eR 


Delainey Aigner-Swesey (16), Chisom Okpala (21) and Erin Juley, 
right, lead the 49ers in kills, blocks and assists, respectively. 


conference unusually deep. 

“Everybody in conference is better 
than they were last year,” Gimmillaro 
said. “So many returning players for 
every team, so there isn’t one team that 
was depleted, and so everyone is bet- 
ter.” 

The Big West is also a nine-team 
conference with the departure of Pa- 
cific, which left for the West Coast 
Conference in July. The conference 
schedule now consists of 16 games in- 
stead of 18, but it is still spread out over 
10 weeks. 

The 49ers have four weekends with 


only one match. 

“We decided, us coaches, to do 
this, but it’s really spread over one 
too many weeks,” Gimmillaro said. 
“If it’s a 10-team conference, which 
we thought it was going to be, or 11, 
it would work. But now it’s spread out 
too much.” 

The fewer number of games will also 
make it harder for teams to overcome 
slow starts, like the 49ers did last year. 
LBSU lost two of its first four Big West 
games but won its last seven to finish in 
second place in 2012. 

The ‘Niners will have an immediate 


JOIN US 


test in conference play when they travel 
to Santa Barbara Friday. The Gauchos 
(5-7) didn’t have an outstanding non- 
conference season, partly because they 
spent so much of it on the road. Friday’s 
match will be just their second home 
game all season. 

“It’s tough to play Santa Barbara in 
a road game to open conference,” Gim- 
millaro said. “I’m sure [the Gauchos] 
are excited about being home.” 

UCSB is led by senior outside hit- 
ter Leah Sully, who has 135 kills for 
the season. Sully and sophomore libero 
Taylor Formico were each named to the 
2012 All-Big West first team. 

Next up for The Beach will be a Sat- 
urday match at Cal Poly. The Mustangs 
(6-7) finished ninth in the Big West in 
2012, but they were without star mid- 
dle blocker Jennifer Keddy, who won 
the 2011 Big West Player of the Year 
Award. 

Keddy is back on the floor for Cal 
Poly this year and is leading the team 
with an average of .68 blocks per set. 

Outside hitter Chelsea Hardin leads 
the Mustangs offensively with 145 kills 
and a .308 hitting percentage. 


Neither Cal Poly nor UCSB have re-* 


cords over .500 so far, but Gimmillaro 
said that a high ranking isn’t the only 
predictor of a tough matchup. 

“Over the years, certain schools have 


_ played very well against us, even if 


they’re not ranked as highly,” he said. 
“This week, Santa Barbara is much im- 
proved, and we’re going in there, where 
we won a close match last year.” 

The match against the Gauchos will 
start at 6 p.m. on Friday. The 49ers will 
then face Cal Poly on Saturday at 7 p.m. 


N \ T 


SportsD49er@gmail.com 


BIG WEST 
AT A GLANCE 


Cal Poly (6-7) 


Head coach Brian Gimmillaro: 
“SLO is much better than they 
were last year. The conference 
Player of the Year has been out 
for a year, and now she’s back.” 


Cal State Fullerton (7-5) 


BG: “Fullerton is very similar to 
all years in the past. They play 
very good defense and have a 
couple players that can score.” 


Cal State Northridge (10-3) 


BG: “Northridge is ... strong at all 
positions. Big team, good block- 
ing. They have a very good setter.” 


Hawaii (11-1) 
BG: “Currently they’re ranked 


sixth. They’re very, very good 
and even better on the road.” 


UC Davis (8-5) 

BG: “Davis is pretty much 
the same. It’s a well-coached, 
disciplined team.” 


UC Santa Barbara (5-7) 


BG: “UCSB is much improved, 
and we're going in there, where 
we won a close match last year.” 


UC Irvine (9-5) 
BG: “Irvine is tall and athletic. 
Much improved over last year.” 


UC Riverside (1-11) 


BG: “Riverside is a little more 
athletic this year than they’ve 
been. They play very, very hard 
against us.” 
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